Home Brew: Sale and Production of Liquor in Loudounl1757-1933
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UST received from Frederick, a large and 40 4
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ung | he will sell as cheap as the cheapest. Also,a | 5000 ¢
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lous hll]mdred. ﬁ& choice selection of Groceries, pur- 0%
chased with especial eye to family supplies.— | —™—

one | His stock islarge and he respectfally solicits a | 100,000 {
;he call from those in search of prime goods at low 4
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Throughout history liquowas considered normal part of daillife andthefirst English
colonists brought to Virgia thisaceptanceof drinking spirits. From 1607 until the late'19
century the enforcementggulation production and consumption of alcohol was left to the
localities. Individuals and bsinesses were able to avoidnork around théocal and state
authority ofliquor laws andenforcement. Beginng in the early 180s,religious and civil
organizatone mer ged t o chal |l eng esptithandhelack af lawsp t i o n
governing it. By 1900,a nationwide antiliqguor movemenhad effectively lobbied states to
change and enforce liquor lawsn 1916 Virginiawent dry and in 1919 th&ighteenth
Amendmento the Lhited States Constitution forbattee production, transportation and
consumption of alcoholThis exhibiton displays countycourt records of the legal and not so
legal consumption and sale&tohol n Loudoun County from 1757933



Aln |1 ke Manner, since our I mports of Spi i hav
i mpracticabl e, on Atovichunfests oorWhalelCeastH waallthy 6 s
beg leave to suggest the propriety of erecting Public Distilleries in different States. The
benefits arising from moderate use of Liquor, have been experienced in All Armies, and
are not to be disputed !!0

GeorgeWashington to the President of Congress

August 16, 1777
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Deed signed by George Washington, 1774

In November 1774 this Deed between George Mercer, Mary Wroughton and James Mercer w
signed by George Washington as AttormyFact for Mercer and Wroughto The land

located near Aldie was part of the estate of John Mercer.

Washingtam was the only founding fath&w ownand operata commercial distillery.

Original Deeds Packets


http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/distillery/ten-facts-about-the-distillery/
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Grand Jury Presentment, November 1757
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This Grand Jury Presentment showe of the earliest liquor violatien i n Loudound
records.The evidencevas presented to Grand Jurybytwam di vi dual s A Knowl
usfiwe pr es en treaRalyriham of Caidroa Rarish for being drunk on the
ASabbathd a yShewas fined 5shillings and court co$he grand jury also presented Peter

Noland and JohkVellsi f o r

b ei n g kesanthpnadane sdieangrrCriminal cases for

drinking on theSabbath were enforced in Loudoun County until tHéctury.

Criminal Papers
175701



Ordinary Licenses Granted in November 1768

In Virginia, like the rest of the coloniglsquor regulations were determined by the localities and
wereoften impossible to enforcéll thelicenses, pricingand regulations for liquor and
ordinaries was controlled by the county justicééth the lack of enforcement and the cost to
obtain a license angbst abond, many citizens decided to sell spirits and run ordinaries
illegally.

Liquor and Ordinary Papers



Commonwealth vs. Amos Duham, Selling Liquor with out a License March 1816

It was common practice by ordinaries and other establishments that sold liquor to lapse on th
licenses with little fear of punishmentMr. Dunham wassummonedo court starting in 1813

for Aretailing spirituous elcasgguors. o I n 18

Criminal Papers
18161



